TURKISH CERAMIC ASSOCIATION

YEAR 2002-2003 OPERATIONS REPORT
The Esteemed Members of Turkish Ceramic Association, 

Turkish Ceramic Association Board of Directors continued with its duties it took in May 2002, chaired by Ayhan Çavuşoğlu, with Vice-Chairman and Industry Sub-Division Head Tolun Vural, Accounting Member Prof. Dr. Onuralp Yücel, Art Sub-Division Head Res. Asst. Gülgün Elitez, Science Sub-Division Head Prof. Dr. Hasan Mandal and Members Prof. Zerrin Ersoy, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Volkan Günay, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bekir Karasu, Assoc. Prof. Meltem Kaya, and Hasan Sazcı; and the Board of Auditors with Oktay Tekin Orhun, Prof. Ateş Arcasoy and Prof. Dr. Serdar Özgen as members in 2003. In this period, Alim Yaylacı served as association secretary. The Board of Directors met regularly each month. The Board of Auditors conducted its services without interruption by attending each meeting with minimum one member. 
A significant activity in 2002 was the efforts made for the establishment of the Ceramics Federation with Ceramic Manufacturers Unions and TIMDER. As you know, necessary authorities to allow these efforts to be conducted by the Board of Directors were obtained as a result of the extraordinary General Meeting held in December 2002 as required by our By-Laws and our Association, too, joined Turkish Ceramics Federation which was established. 
Lack of a club house articulated numerously both at Board of Directors meeting and also General Meetings, starting with the inception of the Association, is pending as one of our major problems. Although our funds do not allow forming a club house yet, our Boards of Directors and Editors gained a place where they could hold their meetings regularly after the establishment of the Federation we are a member of. 
8th European Ceramic Association Convention, which incorporated various events in the fields of art and industry in addition to science through the initiatives of our Association, was the most significant event in 2003. It was much more successful compared to previously held ECERS conventions despite SARS disease, the Iraqi wall and all other adversities we faced. In total, 675 delegates from 51 countries attended the convention. A total of 720 papers were submitted in 9 parallel sessions and in 20 different fields. In addition to international ECerS Award and Traditional Stuijts Award, a student presentation contest and a student poster statement contest participated by 40 candidates were held with the participation of representatives from 14 countries. For the first time in ECerS conventions, member countries presented introductions and activities of their associations in a common space. 
In addition to the sessions attended by Ceramic Industry; again as a first, Ceramic Trade Fair addressing specifically the Ceramic Industry was held on a space of 4000 m2.

It is a historical innovation that art events are conducted in conjunction with the convention as a result of the initiatives by our Association. As a counterpart to the award offered in the name of scientist Stuijts traditionally, an award was offered in the name of ceramic fine artist Sadi Diren in the field of arts upon the recommendation of our Association; and ECerS Council has agreed that this award is traditionalized. The prize, which could not be awarded due to the ambiguous period our country was in prior to the Convention, will find its owners in ECerS conventions to be held biennially. The exhibition held in the name of Sadi Diren, the artist after whom the award is named, could be viewed through the convention. Nino Caruso, Johan van Loon from Holland, Ole Lislerud from Norway and Piet Stockmans from Belgium made presentations in the design session held by the created art group in this context. ECerS President Dr. N. Babini proposed that Turkish Ceramic Association, which hosted a successful convention, be represented more extensively in senior management and hence, Prof. Dr. Hasan Mandal was elected as member of ECerS Permanent Board of Directors and Prof. Dr. Serdar Özgen as Head of Education Work Group. 
2 new sub-groups were created as Industry and Art in addition to the existing 4 work groups of ECerS. That Turkey should play an active role in both work groups was proposed by ECerS President. The most important reason for this was the success of the Science-Industry-Art events in the convention held in Istanbul. The reverberations of 8th ECerS Convention, from which all attending delegates departed with satisfaction, continued after the convention. The common point in the contents of e-mails, faxes and verbal communications coming from various countries: Thanks for a perfect organization and a convention held with sacrifice. 
After the convention, scientific and editorial assessments of the presented papers were made with great diligence and 610 accepted papers were sent to the printing house for publication on April 27, 2004. I thank every one who made an effort in this convention and also specifically the Organization Committee of 8th ECerS Ceramic Convention. I also would like to thank the organizations which provided financial support to the convention, lead by Kale Seramik, and also Central Anatolian Exporters Union, Eczacıbaşı Vitra, Eczacıbaşı Karo Seramik, Ege Kimya, Kütahya Porselen and Eskişehir Anadolu University. 
The proposal made by ECerS Council at the end of this successful event was assessed and it was decided that 5th ISNT’IT (International Symposium on Nitrides) Convention be held in 2005 in Turkey under the chairmanship of Prof. Dr. Hasan MANDAL. This meeting is to be held as part of “ECerS Topical Meeting” series. 
As a result of terrorist activities, “20th INTERNATIONAL ENAMEL CONVENTION”, which was announced to be held in Istanbul on May 10-13, 2004, had to be postponed to 2005. It was postponed to May 16-19, 2005 in line with the wishes of other country associations although most of the preparations had been completed. 
The website of convention to be held in the Marmara Hotel was renewed as www.2005enamellers.com. A pleasing development in the name of our association and our country was that at International Enamellers Institute (IEI) council meeting held in Istanbul on September 20, 2003; Ayhan Çavuşoğlu, Chairman of the Board of Directors of our Association and nominee for President for the new term, was elected as President for a term of three years. International Enamellers Institute (IEI) is the most important organization of world enamellers. Sixteen members of the Institute are USA, Germany, Australia, Austria, the Czech Republic, China, France, Holland, England, Spain, Italy, Japan, Hungary, Slovakia, Turkey and Ukraine. 
The association, which gave priority to scientific events in the last two years, is considering to deal with different subjects in the new period. In line with this policy, the Art Group is planning a series of new activities which will gain permanence in the upcoming period. To mention a few of these activities; 
a) A design and arts contest to be organized alternately to support creativity among the youth, scheduled to be organized first at national level. 

b) Activities which will start with international workshops in line with the request and collaboration of the regional administration in Ören in Gökova Bay which was previously called Keramos, which are planned to be developed in the event of success. 

c) As known, the General Meeting held biennially by International Ceramic Academy is held in a different country every two years. In conjunction with the convention, various art events are organized. A proposal for the candidacy of our Association to host the General Meeting the next one of which will be held in Seul in 2004, either in year 2006 or 2008 is an issue we will emphasize specifically in the upcoming period. 

d) Furthermore, a convention will be held in Eskişehir Anadolu University by our Science Sub-Committee under the title of 3rd Ceramic Enamel Glaze and Dye Seminar in either October or November 2005. An organization committee has been formed regarding the subject and efforts for creating a science and executive committee are pending. The design of the website relating to the event has been started. The first announcement will be made shortly. 

As you know, Ceramic Magazine of our Association could not be published due to financial difficulties. An agreement was reached at the stage of the foundation of Turkish Ceramic Federation that a new magazine will be created and published by a team in which our Association’s Board of Editors takes part predominantly. The Board of Editors created temporarily when efforts for Federation membership of our Association were conducted was replaced by the principal Board of Editors after issue 2. Seramik Türkiye Magazine issued in the name of Ceramic Federation is published in English-Turkish quarterly. The magazine, the first two issues of which we sent to all our members as a promotion, will be sent free of charge only to our members with no fees outstanding, starting with issue 3. Seramik Türkiye Magazine, 4th issue of which was published in April, is printed in more than 8000 copies and is distributed domestically and abroad and the aim is its addressing the whole ceramics community. It is very important that news, announcements, articles and similar materials you wish to be contained in the magazine are conveyed to the Board of Editors three months before the publication of the magazine, to allow the activities of the quarterly magazine to be conducted in a healthy manner. It leads to misunderstanding among our members if news arriving on the publishing date of the magazine are not printed, leading to undesirable consequences. We sincerely hope that our members consider this point diligently and give support to our magazine. In the magazine, where all articles go through a judges panel, especially the art group focuses on a theme or concept in each issue and hence, invited articles on predetermined topics are evaluated. 
On this occasion, I give my thanks to our Board of Editors who has more than deserved all praise by its sacrificial and disciplined work by mentioning their names in alphabetical order; Ayhan Çavuşoğlu, Prof. Dr. Ateş Arcasoy, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Ayşegül Türedi Özen, Assoc. Prof. Dr. Bekir Karasu, Assoc. Prof. Gül Özturanlı, Res. Asst. Gülgün Elitez, Asst. Prof. Dr. Mehmet Ali Gülgün, Prof. Dr. Onuralp Yücel, Dr Oktay Tekin Orhun, Reyhan Gürses , Assoc. Prof. Dr. Servet Turan, Senanur Gündoğdu and Assoc. Prof. Dr. Volkan Günay.
As in previous years, the issue where our management is least successful is the collection of membership fees. Our members have not displayed the necessary diligence despite the fact that every facility has been provided to our members. Our present membership is 742; comprising 48 % principal and 52 % student members. However, the number of members with no outstanding membership fees is only 150 for 2003 and only 50 newly registered members as of April 20, 2004. 
Of the remaining members, 138 members owe one year’s membership fee, 122 members owe 2 years’ membership fee and 252 members owe 3 years’ membership fee, with 178 members owing membership fees for 4 years and more. Unfortunately, although we do not wish to do so at all, 124 principal members and 54 student members will be dismissed from membership after the General Meeting as per clause 3 of Article 5 of our by-laws as they have outstanding membership fees for more than 3 years. The total membership amount owed by the remaining 564 members is TL 38.000.000.000.
All activities we mentioned which took place in 2002 and 2003 were results of hard work by our committees. Especially, some of the regular activities of the Association could not be realized due to countless meetings held and financial problems prior to the convention beside ECerS Ceramic Convention held in 2003 and association meetings for 20th Enamel Convention commissions which are under way. Efforts are under way for continuing with the activities which were postponed temporarily and for planning of new ones. 

Submitted for the advisement of the General Meeting. 
Respectfully       Board of Directors
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